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Conclusions
The reported experiment shows evidence that, when
used without any specific fine turning, LLM-based
chatbots have the ability to propose everyday
situations requiring conversations appropriate to
exercise specific language topics and that students
enjoy and engage with the system, even without
previous training.
The chatbots have also demonstrated the ability to
explain the relevant concepts, to identify mistakes and
correct them. The observed interactions show
instances of use of pedagogical strategies such as
praise and encouragement. In general terms, the
chatbot responds to instructions by adapting the
general trend of the conversation to particular topics
requested by the students.

Introduction
Given appropriate prompts, chatbots based on Large Language Models
(LLMs) can adapt both the content and the role in which they
participate in the conversation. The present paper reports an
experiment to configure one such chatbot to engage in conversation
with a language learner so that it can propose engaging situations of
the appropriate level of complexity, enact specific roles in the
conversation and monitor learner responses. The proposed
functionality is tested for a classroom of Hindi-speaking students of
Spanish language at Aligarh Muslim University in India.

Acknowledgements. This paper has been partially funded by the projects CANTOR:
Automated Composition of Personal Narratives as an aid for Occupational Therapy
based on Reminescence, Grant No. PID2019-108927RB-I00 (Spanish Ministry of Science
and Innovation); ADARVE: Análisis de Datos de Realidad Virtual para Emergencias 
Radiológicas, Grant No. SUBV-20/2021, funded by the Spanish Consejo de Seguridad
Nuclear (CSN); project DARK NITE: Dialogue Agents Relying on Knowledge-Neural
hybrids for Interactive Training Environments, Grant No. PID2023-146308OB-I00
(Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation) and the SPARC project “Developing
applications for learning Spanish in India using artificial intelligence and digital media”,
grant No. P2557 (Indian Ministry of Human Resource Development).

I'm an student at university. I'm from India. I'm learning 

Spanish. I'm practicing Spanish. I can speak native hindi and 

English. I have B1 Spanish level. I want to practice Spanish 

subjunctive. The conversation must be in A1 Spanish. Praise my 

advances. Let me know when I make a mistake and explain it. 

Use Spanish for the conversation. Use English explaining my 

mistakes and for explaining what you are doing.

Beginner Level

At the start of the interactive session, the students are led through basic routine to ensure that they are 
familiar with the AI chatbot. 

They are provided with the written script for configuring the chatbot and 

shown by a tutor how to apply the instructions to set up an interactive session with the chatbot. 

Each student interacts with the chatbot for a period of time of one hour and a half. 

Once the allotted time has passed, students are:
• asked to record the conversation, and they
• are given a survey to complete.

Experiment Set up
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The objective of this session is to explore the feasibility and the usefulness of ChatGPT as a tool to help students 
practice their Spanish language skills

The data will be anonymized, and used for studying the effectiveness of the pilot solution.

You have the right to withdraw your submission by sending an email to pgervas@ucm.es.

Under no circumstances your data will be shared with third parties, nor any personal detail will be published.

By staying and taking part, you accept these conditions.

You can leave the session at any time.

Legal Matters
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Encouragement

Correction

Student error
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